Mass Intentions ~ February 4-10, 2019

New Prayer Requests
Special Intentions:

Monday @ 7:30 am —Tommy Autrey (RIP)
Tuesday @ 7:30 am — Joan Goodman (RIP)
Wednesday @ 6:00 pm — Phyllis Harris (RIP)
Thursday @ 7:30 am — Patrick Hurley (RIP)
Friday @ 7:30 am — Communion Service

Fr. Bernie Farrell
Jasper Gamberini, father of Kristina Gamberini-Garland
Alvin Folse, father of Renee Borne
Robert Radcliff, friend of Doug & Shannon Falcon

Repose of the Soul:
Barbara Vincke, cousin of Maggie Peacock
Billie Brown, mother of Walter Brown

Saturday @ 5:30 pm — People of the Parish
Sunday @ 8:00 am — Ruth Marquez (RIP)
Sunday @ 10:30 am — Betty Benton (RIP)

Our mission is to invite everyone into a
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.
February 3, 2019

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Friendship Seated on the Couch

(see the full prayer list on our website & prayer board)

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30-5pm

Adoration this week: Monday—Friday, 8am-12noon

Altar Flowers this weekend are donated by Susan Weldy, in memory of Emily J. Newberry.
Blessed Mother Flowers this weekend are donated by Alice Agner, in memory of Carolyn Ann Agner.

~ notes ~ dates ~ events ~
Catholic Service Appeal 2019 — Today our annual commitments to the Catholic Service Appeal are being offered throughout
the Diocese. The CSA gives us the opportunity to act together as a diocesan family by supporting programs and services no
parish alone can offer. Every gift, regardless of the size, is important to the success of the Appeal. To reach our parish goal we
are asking each of you to support the Appeal for the many gifts God has given to you. For more on information about the
Appeal or to donate online please visit www.jacksondiocese.org.
Women’s Guild Sewing Activity — Thursday, February 7th from 10:30 am -12 noon Please join us in cutting fabric to make
dresses for Dress A Girl Around the World in the FLC, Room 112. We will be sewing on a follow up date. The goal is to gather
to sew and distribute dresses to girls in need around the world. The Women’s Guild is sponsoring this activity.
Drawdown Time — February 16th, 7pm-11pm in the Family Life Center — Tickets are on sale after all weekend Masses
until sold out. Stop by the table near the offices to get your ticket today.
Abbey Youth Fest — March 23, 2019 — Join our youth and thousands of other Catholic youth for a full day of fun, fellowship,
and prayer. Register now! Contact Cory Head by email at youth@saintpaulcatholicchurch.com

When I was a child, I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a child;
when I became a man, I put aside childish things.
At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face.
At present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.
So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

We have been reflecting a great deal on a personal relationship with Jesus — especially since we began
ChristLife. We’ve discussed relationship with Jesus — friendship with Jesus — can we realistically picture it?
Some people might find this idea puzzling — They may think, “Wait…..what? Jesus, my friend? He’s my
Savior. He’s God. He’s “up there” and I worship Him and look up to Him. Friends are people I have coffee with or
go out to eat with. If I was planning to have coffee with Jesus, it would look very different than coffee with my
friend!”
So, let’s take a moment to look at friendship — What is friendship?
True friendship is a connection that has no barriers and no hierarchy. Friendships are formed by people
spending time together, being honest with each other, and supporting one another. We miss our closest friends
when they aren’t around. We want them to be with us during our highest and lowest moments because their
very presence enriches our lives. Time together with true friends just comes naturally — even if we’ve been
separated for a period of time.
When I’m going to have coffee with my friend, I just invite them to my couch. We don’t have to work to make
each other laugh, we just do! We don’t have to try to make each other feel comfortable, we just are! When I’m
especially happy, I call my friend to share my joy. When I’m feeling sad, or frustrated, or betrayed, or angry, I
reach out to my closest friends because I know they will help me carry the burden. Friends rejoice together,
work alongside each other, cry together, laugh, lament, run, walk, sit, pray, eat, and drink together. Life is just
better with them. It’s love.
Our Christmas book, Into His Likeness, by Edward Sri, explores this same idea. Sri writes, “Children
sometimes grow up feeling loved by their parents for what they achieve in school, on the field, and in their
dozens of extracurricular activities. Young people growing up in a digital age are trained to see their value as
being based on how well they artificially project themselves, on how many ‘likes’ and comments they get, and
on how many ‘friends’ or followers they acquire on social media. Authentic friendship based on two people who
seek what’s best for each other is hard to find.” Jesus’ love is authentic. We can’t earn His love. His is freely
given and unconditional.
Can I begin to view Jesus as my true friend? Start by claiming the relationship. Say, “Jesus, be my friend. I
want to live in friendship with you.” Connect with Jesus. Be honest with Jesus. When feeling happy, share the joy
with Him. When feeling sad or mad or afraid, turn to Him. Spend time with Jesus. Invite Him to be with you
when you sit with a cup of coffee.
The Small Group setting is friendship with Jesus multiplied! It’s fresh perspectives, shared experiences, and
time with other friends of Jesus. We all have different gifts that are meant to be shared in order to flourish.
Meeting in our homes keeps it casual and comfortable. Jesus sat with His friends, in their homes, casual and
comfortable. Invite Him and others to your couch!

Life’s Better Together

1 Cor 13:11-13
Office phone: 601-992-9547

Hours: Tuesday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

www.saintpaulcatholicchurch.com

Join a Small Group

Our Parish currently has 30 active Small Groups. Last weekend,
we asked everyone to fill out a short pew card in order to gather
feedback from everyone in a group, and just as importantly, from
everyone who is not in a group. Thank you to the 100+ people who
responded. Of those, 76 are currently in a group, 6 are not in a group,
and 31 are joining a group.
We would love to hear from the rest of you! The Small Group
cards are on the back counter and information table. Thank you!
Registration for Small Groups is also on our website. Let us pray
more hearts are opened to the Small Group experience!
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In 2017, I decided that I wanted to be Catholic, and I wanted to join St. Paul Parish.
I searched for where I would fit, in addition to attending Mass, and joining a small group seemed to be
a good place to start. So, I signed up for the 2018 Lenten Small Group study.
As a person who has struggled with social anxiety, I have often felt emotionally crippled in my life. I
quickly learned there are so many benefits to being "plugged in" and being in a more personal setting
with my fellow parishioners. My Small Groups (current and past) have gently ushered me away from my
'comfort zone.’ I use the word "comfort" very loosely because hiding in my apartment from almost all
human interaction is not really a comfortable place to be at all. I often didn't feel emotionally safe
outside my apartment, so it was the closest thing to a comfort zone that I had at the time.
Although being in a Small Group did not cure my social anxiety, I believe that God is using it as part of
my healing process. I still feel extremely vulnerable in unfamiliar places and around unfamiliar people, but
Small Groups give me a safe place to practice *becoming* familiar with new people and new places. It's
not always easy. There are times that I would rather remain isolated, but I am getting better. It is
getting easier with practice.
Thanks be to God for loving me too much to leave me the way I am. Thanks be to God and all who
have welcomed me with open arms. Thank God that I found St. Paul Church which has offered me
strengthening and healing that I wouldn't have found in most other places.
--Elizabeth Lee
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