O Ylortt to See Beauty

Lnspized by Mok 10:46-52

Ag Jenny wag leaving the reception with her family and a sizable crowd of friends, they saw
Bethany gitting off to the gide alone, erying, and begging to be noticed. She did thig every time
her older siater Bridget wag getting all the attention. Today wag Bridget’s wedding day, go of
courge she would and should be the focus. Several people went to Bethany and began congoling
her, agking why she wag upget. Bethany cried out gaying, “[ will never get a hughand! [ wigh
looked like Bridget!” Some tried to shugh her ag it wag embarragging behavior. Others went
through the usual mantra of reaseurances. “You are beautiful! No, you aren’t fat! You look lovely
in that drege! Your hair ig perfectly done!” ........ and ¢o on and go on.

In reality though, the two gisters couldn’t have had many more differences. Bridget took after
their mother’e gide. She wag tall, with flowing blonde hair, slender long legs, and stunning light
green eyes. She wag definitely a beauty and she stood out in a crowd, for sure.

Bethany was the younger sigter who favored their father’s gide of the family. She wag a few
incheg shorter than Bridget, with wauy brown hair, brown eyeg, and mugcular lege. She wag algo
very pretty and quite athletic. She stood out, but in a different way, and she alwayg felt lesg than
Bridget. Bethany had a tendency to put hergelf down, gaying she ig too fat, too plain, too
homely, etc. Her parente supported her projects to make herself prettier. She dyed her hair
blonde and had it straightened, wore colored contacts, and tried several weight loge products.
Recently, she wag even congidering plagtic surgery.

Rachel, Bethany’s begt friend, stepped up to the front of Bethany’e pity party and gaid,
“Let’s take a little break; get up, 'm taking you on a little walk.” Bethany stood, and the group
happily stepped agide to let Rachel take over the situation. The two begt friends walked into the
Ladies Room and stood before the full length mirror. The bright lighting made it difficult to hide
the truth of one’s appearance. Local beauty salong and supply chaing were shut down during
the Pandemic, o over the past year Bethany’e hair had returned to ite natural color and
texture. She couldn’t get new colored contacts either. She looked like her old gelf.

Bridget had begged her little gigter to stay natural for the wedding o that she would look like
her true gelf in the wedding photog and all the digtant family would recognize her. “You look g0
much like Grandma Elaina,” she had told Bethany. “That’s gomething to be proud of, not
achamed of. Grandma wag a beautiful woman and she wag deeply loved by so many people.
Everyone will be delighted to gee the regemblance!”
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Rachel gtood by her friend and said, “The mogt important characteristics of a best friend are
to give unconditional love, to be totally honest, and to not let your begtie hurt herself. Look in thig
mirror and tell me what you gee.”

Bethany sighed and eaid, “n thie hareh lighting, [ cee 4 short, stubby mouse that belongg in
the corner because no one really sees her anyway.” Rachel gently acked the difficult question,
“Do you want to gee another Bridget in the mirror?” Bethany looked a little perturbed. She
wagn’t eure if she should be thankful or angry at what her friend wag gaying. Rachel continued,
“Go your own way, Bethany. God made you to be you, not 1o try to be someone elge. He made
you to etand out in wayg different from your sigter. Look in thig mirror and gee the beautiful,
atrong woman that | gee. Think of all the thingg in nature with rich brown colore like your hair
and eyes. Do you think God makes migtakes in Hig creationg?”

[mmediately Bethany saw hergelf differently. She wag beginning to gee what her dear friend
saw — a unique creation of God. Who wag she to try and change the way He formed her? She
wiped away the tearg, stood a little straighter, and smiled. The two hugged and laughed. Rachel
whigpered a prayer that Bethany may always see hergelf ag one of God’e Beloved Creations. Ag
they returned to the party, Bethany followed her begt friend in a new way.
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