Pandemic Christmas Dinner
A Modern Day Parable inspired by Mark 1:1-8

The 5{7&%&&7 of our Fm{// Christmas Dinner in :%e(jeauﬂ of the Pandenic,
as of s written éj Uncle Bart, on December 26, 2020.

It had been 7 gears Since the whole fauu(// was :‘ege:%er for Christmas, or any
other occasion, as a matter of fact. COVID 5/*0@/& jfeou‘ awareness to the
stunning thought that it had been o /o@. Famdilies sometimes grow apart and it
MM/L// fakes a fmcge@ fo remind us what c§ cmportant, and what s not worth
/w/aa'r&g on fo.

peo/?/e around, the world were reﬁwné@ to 4’0%, rememéeré@ their baptismal

promises, and c/wo‘n'@ to reach out to those with whom :%(ej had lost touch. When

ou are on lock down and not permitted to fravel it seems to be all o want fo
do. Old hurts and disputes seem less serious. All the quidelines for safety in not
Jpreaw(ég the virus centered around Jf@éry close to home with fmt/y Social
gatherings with friends would have fo wait wntil this time passes. The mandates to
Jf@ with fawu(/y made Martha reach out to her four children who were grown and
stll /o'n'@ in the area, but she didi’t see them much...and she wasn't je#&y
any, founger. L, Bart, am her 04(// /émg schling. We had both lost our Spouses,
3o for the past two gears, I have lived with Martha. e are a jrem‘ help fo

each other.

«Swpréﬂtti/y, all four of Martha's children a‘ﬁreed fo come home for
Christmas. It would be a cozy ¢an Christmas /w/oefu{// recomech’@ the
fauu(/y and, 5/*5»&70% g/ Her oldest son, Carlton, arrived first to prepare the
way for the others. had a/w@‘r felt a reronJééé/éfy to lead /Ll;JJOMje/‘
brothers and sister — sometimes to a fault. ¥le paved a path that was a hard
act to follow. Carlton was a J:‘m@k:‘ A student, valedictorian, an Eﬁ/e Scout,
Student 50@ president, and had jraw(mcfeaé at the top of his class in law school.
vLis law firm was one of the most well—tnown in the area.
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Carlton tept cn close touch with his mother and all the other children, '%0‘@/1
Htgy Aidn’ ¢ communicate much with each other. #le even J‘f@eﬂ( close to the
J(JMJ&IIL, J‘:W’ who seemed rebellious and led a /éfe‘rfy/e wone of the others
approved of. Christmas D@ was oﬁl fo a jreau‘ start with Bart, //am%m, and
her three oldest children. JLMJ wasu t there Je:‘, but no one Seemed to notice.
6¢/e(/yone had been do:‘ég on Carlton and :‘ouﬁ'rg hes jred success. Lt seemed he
had made the perfect (ife for himself, and everyone was d’u% »wu%wa{// Adrawn fo
his star—lite per:om/ég. People wanted to be in his presence and learn from him
50 :%gy could be more lcke him. ¥lis brothers and sister were no different. Carlton
loved all the attention and he presented his fouu(/y with expensive, lavish jéﬂs.

Jémrg f&udy au"ro've@'uf as all were J&:‘:‘é@ down for dinner. ¥le was
Adressed in old, rwe@'em‘r that were 52994 with a leather belt around his
waist. Ve had /ory hair and a /o@, unkept beard. e was a veqan and fed off
plants and wild /wn(ej. The mood in the room c/wuu‘jeﬂé ﬂ(rmh'ca{/y when he
entered. It was as of all the 74 had been sucted out of the air. All gyes were on
%76%. T/Lg seemed to be in shock and disbelief that he would come fo

hristmas dinner late, and Aressed lite that.

Carlton tnew w{cj JommJ was late that W, 50 he brote the sclence and
proclaimed, “JémmJ has done HL&@J m@/&[er than me. I have worked my whole
life that 1 m@/u‘ jef ahead. JLMJ works So that others mayf je:‘ ahead. Ve
Spent this morning at the shelter for homeless men. Ve cooted them a grand
Christmas dinner, provided soap and clean clothes for all the men, and gave
each one a haircut and hot shave so that they could present their best selves on
this j/orc'ou W ce/eérnh'% the Lord's birth. I am not wom‘/&/ fo stoop and
loosen the strap on JémJ’J sandals. I 5/*0{.7/# o material Ljéfh, he will bless

Sou with his humble spirct. Welcome home, Jé !
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