Inspired by Mark 10:17-27

Colleen. knell beside her bed and prayed, Lord, what must I do te spend elernity
i Hoawen with You?” She clssed hor eyes and tsslh a olsws, doep breath. She held it
wanting te foel the life in her lungs, alsst afbaid to exhalb for fear this might be
ints the rsom. Hov hands folt the stitching of hor grandmathor’s quilt which lay
neatly folded acrass the bed. Colloon desporately wanted ts hear hor grandmathers
breath in, and slows exbale sut. One aftor ansther. Wedting. Waiting. Wadting for
an andurél.

She staged in the same position for nearly an hown, bging Lo otay fscused on
hearing God speabs. “Plose Lord she ploaded. T am a gosd porssn. Let me hear
yowr vsice!” She decided ts try ansther pesitisn and maved ts the corner chair by the
clear s¢ she could hear an answer. She was afraid te move. She needed to hear an
answer! Her life seemed to be offf-course lately. Something was nagging bher, tugging
at her heart. I am a gosd persen,” she reassured berself, taking a perssnal
inventory te prove it — 1 pray a daily Resary. I say the Blessing before meals.

1 ge te Mass every Sunday and put meney in the collection each week. 1 obey

lhe len Commandments,” and she recited a checklist sut loud: T do net kill. I de
not cheat. T do nt steal o lie. T respect my mom and dad. T have sbeyed all The
sarprised bow dars the rsem bad gotton. She turned on the table laump rext to ber
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Do the trees and grass and animals hear Gods voice?” she wendered sut loud.
1 dont think I ever willl” Then she sunk back ints her chair, bugged a pillsw, and
sobbed. The next morning, she aweske early, exhausted and thirsty. She had a vague
downstairs te the bitchen, she fell like a visitor in her suwn body. NWhat was
happening? Why was she so discontented?

She put on @ pet of coffee, washed her face, and drank a full glass of water.
Swrely she had wsed up all her tears for this week. She couldnt remember ever
chying s& much or feeling se dhained. She tied bher hair inte a bun, poured a cup of
from the cup. It reminded ber of incense and she haped it was working the same,
carrying her prayers and pleas to Heaven.
gave her the courage to ask the question again — deep breath in. slour exthale sut —
softly and sincerely she whispered, Let me hear Your voice, Lord. What must I do
to spend eternity in Heaven with Youw?" She tosk her time with more slous, deep,
Feace and stilbress. Oneness with Ged. Ne distractions.
had disappeared. The long lists that wsually distracted her mind were gone. She
smiled and thanked the Lord. She could feel Him looking at her and loving her. She
muded. [he realization seemed so clear now! How did she not see or hear or feel it
before? She sloudy drank her cofffee, embracing this new perspective, this new
apenness.

Refilling ber cup, Colleen grabbed a pen and paper. Acress the tep she unste,
What must I de te spend eternity in Fleaven with You?” She capitalised the "Y' in
Yo" to indicate God. Then she listed several ways to know. flim: Tather, Son,
Hely Spirit, God, Savionr, Jesus, Messiah, Triend, Guide, Wisdom.” She swrveyed her

Page 2 of 3 Monica Walton 10/10/2021



Next, she added the date in the upper right-hand corner: 10/10/21. This will be
an impartant date te remember. It even locks impartant and sturdy with the deuble
Yow are the sne, Lord!” she praised!

Colleen dosdled a rour of hearts acress the page then began a new list. She titled

1 Mate time fer morning prayer and time with the Lord.

2) Buring life with your smile ints every reom yow enten..

3)  Budd up sthers and focus on their gifts. not their flaws.

4)  Speak about sthers just as yow want sthers te speake absout youw.

5)  Actnewledge the times yowre not your best, and wark to repair the damage.

7)) Sit with loved snes and learn from them, especially the elderty.

8) Let go of things ne lenger of wse to you, and give them te ssmesne in need.

9) De worke that brings yew joy and makes the world a better place.

10) Give maore lsve than yew receive.
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